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Autumn Term Year 4 
The Shang Dynasty 

 
Overview of the Learning: Shang Dynasty - the first true Chinese dynasty. 
In this unit children will-investigate and learn about the achievements of one of the earliest civilizations – The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China-
the children will gain an overview and undertake an in depth study of how, where and when this first civilization appeared and its impact on the 
wider world. 

Core Aims  
 know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, 

chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: 

how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has 

influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider 

world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and 

dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-

European societies; achievements and follies of mankind 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract 

terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, 

cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, 

and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse 

trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own 

structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how 

evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern 

how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past 

Pupils should be taught  
Chronological understanding 
Children should be able to: 

 place events, people and changes into correct periods of time  

 use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including 
more complex terms- ancient, modern, BC, AD, century and 
decade. 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in 
the past 
Children should know: 

 about characteristic features of the period and society, including 
the ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and 
children  

 about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the 
society studied,  

 to identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical 
events, situations, and changes in the periods studied and offer 
reasonable explanations for some events 

 to describe and make links between the main events, situations 
and changes within and across the different periods and societies 
studied. 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  
Children should be able to:  

 Use evidence to reconstruct life during the Shang dynasty, 
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have been constructed 

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into 

different contexts, understanding the connections between local, 

regional, national and international history; between cultural, 

economic, military, political, religious and social history; and 

between short- and long-term timescales. 

identifying key features and events. 

 recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in different 
ways, and to give reasons for this 

 know how to find out about the events, people and changes 
studied from an appropriate range of sources of information, 
including ICT-based sources [for example, documents, printed 
sources, CD-ROMS, databases, pictures and photographs, music, 
artefacts, historic buildings and visits to museums, galleries and 
sites] 

 to ask and answer questions, and to select and begin to evaluate 
the usefulness of different sources and their relevance to the focus 
of the enquiry 

Organisation and communication 
Pupils should be able to: 

 recall, select and organise historical information  

 use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods studied  

 communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a 
variety of ways [for example, drawing, writing, by using ICT]. 

 

Expectations 
Children can: 

 know and understand the nature of the ancient civilisation- the Shang Dynasty,  the expansion of an empire and the achievements and 

follies of mankind. 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘dynasty’ and ‘government’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, similarity, difference and significance,  

  make connections and  draw contrasts between civilisations 

  frame historically-valid questions to lead their own learning  

 create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

To locate china on a world map. 
To understand the concept of a dynasty 

Where was the Shang Dynasty?  
 What do you already know about China? Invite children to share their ideas and 
discover China on a map. Tell children that over the next few lessons, we will be 
exploring the Shang Dynasty of China.  
What is a dynasty? Why it is an important part of Chinese history? Discuss and share 
ideas. Can you think of any other examples of Dynasties? Where? Who? When? 
http://www.ducksters.com/history/china/geography_of_ancient_china.php 
Children to draw and label a map to show the Shang dynasty and describe its location 
explaining the importance of the Yellow River. 

To make connections and draw contrasts between 
different civilisations 

To place events, people and changes into correct 
periods of time  
To use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing 
of time,  
 

Who began the Shang Dynasty?  
Provide children with information about the first leaders of the how the Shang dynasty- 
T’ang, a man of great virtue and wisdom. See link-  
 )http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Tang_of_Shang_of_China 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tang_of_Shang 
When was the Shang Dynasty?  
Most historians now date the Shang dynasty from 1600- 1046 BCE when it was 
succeeded by the Zhou dynasty. 
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/china/history/shang.htm#! 
Show children a timeline showing when the Shang Dynasty is thought to have been in 
power and the map showing the extent of their power. 
http://www.ducksters.com/history/china/timeline_of_ancient_china.php 
Draw and label a timeline to show the start and end of the Shang Dynasty- The Shang 

http://www.ducksters.com/history/china/geography_of_ancient_china.php
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Tang_of_Shang_of_China
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tang_of_Shang
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/china/history/shang.htm
http://www.ducksters.com/history/china/timeline_of_ancient_china.php
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Dynasty was in power during the Bronze Age. What was happening in Britain at this 
time? It was during the Shang dynasty that Bronze working began  

To use evidence to reconstruct life during the Shang 
dynasty, identifying key features and events. 
To understand that what we know about the past is 

dependent on what has survived 
 
 

How do you think we know about the Shang Dynasty?  Invite children to share their 
ideas,  
Thousands of artefacts were found from the ruins of Yin, the last capital of the Shang 
which were unearthed in the late 1920’s and 30’s. and is now a World Heritage Site.  
http://china.mrdonn.org/shang&chou.html 
http://www.kidspast.com/world-history/0127-shang-dynasty.php 
https://uk.pinterest.com/jnmadani/ancient-china-for-kids/ 
 http://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/shang-dynasty 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1114/gallery/ 
Imagine you are one of the archaeologists who discovered artefacts from the ruins of Yin. Write 
a diary entry of what you discovered and the excitement of the find for you as a historian. 

To use primary sources to make inferences and 
deductions  
 
 
To draw historical conclusions about life during the 
Shang dynasty 

 

Oracle Bones 
Show the children some pictures of oracle bones? What do you think these are? What 
are they for? Why have they remained from the Shang Dynasty? What were oracle 
bones? What do they tell us about life during the Shang Dynasty? Why are they 
important sources of evidence? 
 http://www.hceis.com/chinabasic/history/Shang%20dynasty%20history.htm 

http://www.ibiblio.org/chinesehistory/contents/02cul/c03s03.html 
http://china.mrdonn.org/oraclebones.html 
Look at pgs 22-23in Shang Dynasty China. 
Write an information text showing and explaining what oracle bones were, why they 
were important and what they tell us about life during the Shang Dynasty. 

To use evidence to reconstruct life during the Shang 
dynasty, identifying key features and events. 
 

An unusual queen 
Show the children a picture of Fu Hao and ask- who do you think this might be? Why? 
How do we know so much about Fu Hao?  What can we learn about this queen by the 
discoveries in her tomb? Use Shang Dynasty China pgs 8 and 9. What do the artefacts tell us 
about the social hierarchy? Give the children time to add depth by researching and making 
notes. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tomb_of_Fu_Hao 
https://depts.washington.edu/chinaciv/archae/2fuhmain.htm 
http://www.ancientchina.co.uk/staff/resources/background/bg7/bg7pdf.pdf 
Write a diary entry as a person living during the Shang Dynasty and the death of Fu Tao. 
Explain what she was like and what was to be included in her tomb and why. 

http://china.mrdonn.org/shang&chou.html
http://www.kidspast.com/world-history/0127-shang-dynasty.php
https://uk.pinterest.com/jnmadani/ancient-china-for-kids/
http://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/shang-dynasty
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1114/gallery/
http://www.hceis.com/chinabasic/history/Shang%20dynasty%20history.htm
http://www.ibiblio.org/chinesehistory/contents/02cul/c03s03.html
http://china.mrdonn.org/oraclebones.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tomb_of_Fu_Hao
https://depts.washington.edu/chinaciv/archae/2fuhmain.htm
http://www.ancientchina.co.uk/staff/resources/background/bg7/bg7pdf.pdf
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Ask the children to make connections with what was happening in other parts of the world at this 
time. 

To make connections and draw contrasts between 
different civilisations 

To recognise that the past is represented and 
interpreted in different ways, and to give reasons for 
this 

 

Bronze Works 
Show the children examples of artefacts made from bronze and ask why these have remained 
intact? Why is there more evidence of artefacts after the development of Bronze?  
Ask the children to investigate other artefacts made from Bronze from the Shang Dynasty 
China- google Bronze vessels from the Shang dynasty. Use Copy Master6 to analyse one piece 
of evidence. Share thoughts. 
Children to use laptops to collect pictures and include a written explanation of how the Shang 
made Copper and what they used it for. 
Children to add dates to timeline of what was happening  in Egypt, Greece and Europe at this 
time, 
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/1495894/Chinese-bronzes/283162/The-Shang-
dynasty-c-1600-1046-bce 
 

To frame historically valid questions to lead their own 
learning. 

To recognise that the past is represented and 
interpreted in different ways, and to give reasons for 
this. 
 
 
 

Beautiful Bells 
Look at the examples of musical instruments on pages 12 and 13. What can we learn about the 
Shang Dynasty from these artefacts? What do you think they are made from? How do you think 
they were played? Who would play them and where and when? Children to use Copy Master 5 
to analyse in pairs and share thoughts with rest of class. Does everyone agree? Why/why not? 
What else would you like to find out about Musical instruments? Children frame own historically 
valid questions.  Give the children time to research- 
http://history.cultural-china.com/en/54History3785.html 
http://www.csstoday.net/ywpd/Features/52925.html 
Children to make a detailed drawing of instrument they find most interesting, copying the 
designs  and write a written description using notes from their research. 

To understand how and why contrasting arguments 

and interpretations of the past have been 

constructed. 

 

Ghostly chariot 
Shang Dynasty China pgs 16-17 
Show the children a large picture of the remains of a chariot found in a Shang noble’s grave. 
Before the children research ask- 
What can we be sure of about the Shang Dynasty from this evidence? 
What can we guess about the period and the people in it? Children work in groups to answer 
questions and the share ideas, Discuss. 
What else would you like to know about the evidence? Children gather questions from group 
and think about how reliable the evidence is. 
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/china/history/shang.htm 
Children to draw a labelled diagram of a chariot and describe its uses. Children add dates to 

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/1495894/Chinese-bronzes/283162/The-Shang-dynasty-c-1600-1046-bce
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/1495894/Chinese-bronzes/283162/The-Shang-dynasty-c-1600-1046-bce
http://history.cultural-china.com/en/54History3785.html
http://www.csstoday.net/ywpd/Features/52925.html
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/china/history/shang.htm


East Park Academy 
 

 

timeline of events. 

To use evidence to reconstruct life during the Shang 
dynasty, identifying key features and events. 
To recognise that the past is represented and 
interpreted in different ways, and to give reasons for 
this 
 

What did the Shang eat? 
Ask the children what they think the staple diet of the Shang Dynasty was? Why? 
Show some artefacts and ask what they tell us about the diet of this civilisation. 
Give the children pgs 18-19 from Shang Dynasty China. In pairs ask the children to read and 
make notes about the food eaten by the Shang and use the I-pads to add depth to their work. 
Children to present their work in their chosen preference. 
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/china/food/ 
http://www.ducksters.com/history/china/chinese_festivals.php 

To select and begin to evaluate the usefulness of 
different sources and their relevance to the focus of 
the enquiry 
 

Which artefact do you think has been the most useful for learning about the 
Shang Dynasty? 
 Why? Discuss ideas as a class. How reliable is it? Is it likely to be biased towards one 
particular person or group? 
Share.  Why is there a difference in answers? 

To frame historically valid questions to lead their own 
learning. 
 

Use Shang Dynasty China to help you decide what else would you like to find out about the 
Shang? 
What questions would you like answering? Who would you like to work with? 
Children to pose questions and research answers independently. Children to choose 
the way they present their learning ensuring they include primary and secondary 
sources. Children to share research with other children in the class. Children will peer 
and assess each other’s learning. 

 

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/china/food/
http://www.ducksters.com/history/china/chinese_festivals.php

